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EMIGRES DESCRIBE

09A000700160336-0

CONDITIONS IN KUNGARY

Hungaria
Munich, 11 Dec 1953

On 17 Nevember 1953, & group of 197 Jewich emigres arrived at Naples en
The group left Budapest on 15 November, under
Hungary and Israel in

route from Hungary to Israel.
an agreement corcluded between
5,030 Hungarian Jews to enigrate to
government received, in 1949, 1,000
dollars from the Joint Distribution
leave Hungery under the agreenent.
complete thc guotz of 5,51, but 13
Hungary at the last moment.

1949 which permitted
Lsrael. Under this egreement the Hungarian
dollars per emigre or = total of S million
Cormittee. This was the last group to

It should have concisted of 210 persons to
persons were rcfused permission to leuve

Each emigre was permitied to tuke out of Hungery 5 dollers, 200 forints,
Jevelry vulued aut 2,977 forints, znd cliothing representing 5,720 forints. All

cuigres were thoroughly searched at

the border, and fountain pens, pencils,

pocket Inives, medicines, and even family photographs and prayer books were

taken avay from them.

iccording to the emigres, recently zome improvement has been noticeabdle

in Hungery, although the terror has
cecsions have been made to the

Eeporzee: .
cally’ permitted to return to their

not diminiched. Slight bul noticeable con-

population, purtly because of the asorning
increase in stbotage committed by both peasants and workers.
_referring to mess deportations in May and June 19527 vere /theoreti-

For exomple, the

domiciles. Actually, however, this con-

cecslon was sullified by © government decree published prior to the deportation,

which provided that persons leaving
after o lapse of 5 years,

Most internment camps
in the newspapers is diminiching.

Were previons v ithout barbvers and

Loalzry of 1,0 0 o
goods are in plentiful cup:
extrerely low,
objects nre purchnsed at U5 forints
grem in the stute storer.
that 32-U2 persons
The maximum amount
object iz worth a

of loun given in
Tortune.

Prices fell considersbly

Consequently, uny
to rent furnished rooms at exorvitant rates

: considered very cood in Hungary.
§ t the purchacin
In the black market,

It Is charucteristic or
tre usually etonding in line

Budapest would be permitted to return only
returning deportees were compelled

in the villeges surrounding Budapest.

have been disbended, and the use of the term "kulak"
Hew trade licenges are being issued, largely
to bLarbers and choemaker:, because many towns of seweral

thousand inhabitants
shoemakers.

Consuner
povwer of the population is
one do'lar i: worth & forints. Gold
fer grom und sold of 1L0V-127 Torints ner
the renert) impoverishment
in front of the rawnshops .
5J7 forints, oven if the

these chops ic

in recent mouths: the wices for radio sets

und motion-picture tickets, for ewcmple, were reduced by ac much 2z 50 per-

cent.,

empty.

The populetion is deepl: disturbed by nevs of

code, It ic rumored that under the
vork if her husbond earns wore than

The most heted mun in Hur
It appesrs that Gero har definitely
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The price redustion of *he 1.
thet the nmotion picture theuterc chow

Ty is Minister of

wiedly due to the fact
1 Milne and are zenerzlly

undoi
boring Rucs

tter wosg

the fortheoning new lobor
Wwill not be permitted to

per nontr,

new law a wife

1,502 forinic

the Interior Erno Gero.

won the fight with his oid rivel, Matyas

ity
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Rakosi. Gero's position appears so strong that he could a
homely and old wife and to marry a pretty 23-year
been divulged.

£ford to divorce his
~0ld girl whose name has not

According to the emigres, courage to live under t

he pervasive oppression
is found only in wishful tninking.

According to laotest rumors, new disturb-
ances will break out in East Germany during the next ‘ew weeks, and the
American tanks will move in to re-establish ovder and will continue rolling
until they reach Budepest. Public opinion has pinned its entire hope on
President Eisenhower, and people are impatient with the British for antagon-
izing the President,




